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Meeting Called to Order at 7:30 PM 
 

This meeting is held in accordance with the open Public Meeting Act, NJSA, 10:4-1 et seq./ 

Annual notice having been forwarded to the New Jersey Herald / New Jersey Sunday Herald and 

posted on the bulletin board maintained in the Municipal Building for public announcements. 
 

Salute to the Flag 
 

Roll Call:  

Present: Jule Girman, Georgia Schilling, Joel Servoss, John Young, Elide 

Young. 

No Present: Bradley Hoferkamp, Pat Hoferkamp, Jerry Scanlan, Richard Schindelar 

 

Open to Public – Items on Agenda 
 

Approval of Minutes of last meeting:  September 24, 2014 

Georgia moved to accept; Joel seconded; Elide abstained.  All were in 

favor. 
 

New Business: 

 

Discussion:   It has been reported that mosquitoes in Hopatcong have tested positive 

for West Nile Virus.  Marion Murdock of West End Ave called Jule to say she had 

contacted Sussex County Mosquito Control when she saw two dead crows in the 

area and remembered dead crows were a sign of West Nile Virus.  Paige at 

Mosquito Control told her tests on standing water from two locations in Hopatcong 

had tested positive for the virus. She said this area is vulnerable because it is densely 

populated with lots of places for standing water like empty containers, old tires, and 

boat covers to name a few.  There are two ways of treating West Nile—aerial 

spraying for wetlands and truck spraying for communities.  Hopatcong was sprayed 

twice last year.  

 

Some suggestions to resolve the problem are:  Educate the public to the danger of 

standing water in containers and the importance of proper yard cleanup.  This can be 

done via distribution of pamphlets (county provides), town website, town recycling 

calendar, schools, scouts, EC booth at LHF Block Party and Hopatcong Days.  

Education should start in March and April, which is when the county Mosquito 

Control staffs up for the coming season.  Paige said she would be very interested in 

reserving a booth for Hopatcong Days to help get the word out.   
  

Old Business: 

I.   Administrative: 
 Treasurer Report– Georgia S. reported no change. 
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Outreach & Education: 

  
   Invasive Weed Education and Control 

 Owner: 

 Completion Date:  Ongoing 

 Status:  Donna McHalle-Holly (LHF) reported she attended a seminar on invasive species.  Although her main focus 

was aquatic, she may be interested in educating lake communities in the control of other invasive species that are 

choking forests and trails.  Georgia noted that people don’t realize that what they’re planting may become invasive.  

Education them would be a good idea.  Continue in efforts to raise awareness. 

 

MWA Water Testing / Monitoring 

Owner:  Jule G 

Completion Date:  Ongoing 

Status:     Next testing water testing at Willow Street on Sunday, Oct. 26
th

.  Georgia and Jule will be there. 

  

      
 Beautification Project:  “Welcome to Hopatcong” Signs  

 Owner: 

 Completion Date: TBD  (target Spring 2015) 

Status:  Jule G. reported on her meeting with Mayor Petillo, Bob Elia, and Ron Jobless in which they 

discussed the project and how to proceed.  It was determined the sign on Lakeside Blvd would be 

moved a short distance up the road to protect it from snowplows and to provide a better location for 

the landscaping where it could safely be worked on.   A new, vertical design would replace the 

current one, and this would be the first sign to be changed to new colors and configuration, with 

others to follow later due to the expense.  Joel S. stated we need to lay out a plan for the 

landscaping, and then determine how to present it to donor bidders.  Still have major questions as to 

how we present this to potential donors and whether the town would build the beds and the donor 

would be responsible for planting and maintenance, or whether the donor would do it all.  That latter 

creates the problem of what happens when donors change.  If we went the multi-donation route, like 

The Beautify Landing group, John Y stated we would need to figure out the cost first, then we’d 

know what we need for donations.  He also suggested we could offer the Adopt-a-Sign concept to 

volunteer groups as well as, or instead, of businesses.  Elide offered the option of the “Buy-a-Block 

idea.  We will need a timeframe for moving the sign from the Mayor, and Georgia suggested we 

should do the initial preparation, such as landscaping design and drawings, cost estimates, and donor 

plans over the winter so we can start soliciting bidders or donors before the weather breaks.  The 

Lakeside sign would be the pilot project with others to follow.   

 

 

Engage Schools in Environmental Outreach (Community service requirement) 

Owner:  

Completion Date:  Ongoing 

Status:    Elide Y stated there is no new information on this. 

 

 Spoke to the Mayor about available funds for providing The Illusion Maker “Do You Believe in 

Magic” program in Hopatcong schools.  Ron Jobless confirmed it was Clean Communities money 

that funded it the last time, but that money has already spent this year.  Need to act early for next 

year. 

.   
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Participate in the Sustainable Jersey program with the goal of being Bronze Certified 

Owner:   

Completion Date TBD – Bronze Status 

Status:  Review open activities.  What is needed to update and complete them for this year?  

Website can be found at: http://www.sustainablejersey.com/.    

 

 Jule received an email from Jen Barone volunteering to helpo us with certification.  She will be at 

our November meeting. 

   

II. Site Plan Review 
 Land Use Board – Richard S. (not present) 
 

III. Land Use Planning 
 Open Space / Trails – Elide Y. 

Elide Y. states no Open Space Com. meeting last month.  John Y. reported a few 

properties have been donated (preserve land).  Joel S. informed us of the Open 

Space Referendum on the ballot Nov 4th.  If it passes, funds from the corporate 

business tax will be used to buy up properties destroyed by Sandy and make them 

Open Space.  Funds for State Parks will be cut drastically and our Lake Hopatcong 

weed-harvesting program will be eliminated.   This would take effect July 2015. 

 Deer Management Task Force – John Y.  
  John has not yet seen numbers on the 2014 bow season harvest in Hopatcong. 
   

 

Open to the Public:  Any Topic 

Closed to the Public: 

 

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn - Joel S., seconded by Georgia S., all were in favor. 

 

   Meeting adjourned 8:22 pm  

 

Next Meeting – November 19th, 2014 

 

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/

